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! ELECTRICITY

Watch a bolt of lightning flash across the sky. Flip a switch and light
up your bedroom. Click the remote and see the TV come on. What
do all of these things have in common? Electricity.

WHAT IS ELECTRICITY?

Electricity is a powerful force of nature. Electricity is everywhere in
the universe. Electrical forces hold water, metals, and all other
kinds of matter together. You can walk and run because electric
signals go through your nerves from your brain to your muscles.
The signals tell your muscles where to move. Electricity makes
many machines work. Electricity makes bulbs light up and runs
motors in saws, fans, hairdryers, and other appliances. The
computer you are using works because of electricity.
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WHERE DOES ELECTRICITY COME FROM?

Electricity starts with atoms. Atoms are tiny bits of matter much
too small for you to see. Everything in the universe is made up of
atoms. Atoms have two main parts: a center or nucleus, and
electrons that orbit or go around the nucleus. Electricity comes
from electrons. You cannot see electrons and you cannot see
electricity. You can see what electricity does because of electric
charge and electric energy.
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2 Goerge Cedes, Inscriptions du cambodge, Vol.V, Paris,
1953, p.251.258.
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3 Madeleine Giteau, Guide du Musée National, Vol.1,
Phnom Penh, 1960, p.11.
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