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KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA
NATION, RELIGION, KING

——

Cambodian Human Rights Committee
Date: 1 August 2025

To: His Excellency Mr. Volker Tiirk

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

Palais des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Subject: Urgent Appeal Regarding the Unlawful Detention, Ill-Treatment, and Partial
Repatriation of 20 Cambodian Soldiers by Thai Military Armed Forces

Excellency,

The Kingdom of Cambodia is a peace-loving nation with a long history of resilience, having endured
decades of conflict and striving tirelessly to secure lasting peace, stability, and regional harmony. In
the spirit of mutual respect and peaceful coexistence, Cambodia has fully adhered to the recent
Ceasefire Agreement with the Kingdom of Thailand, reaffirming its commitment to finding and
building peace through dialogue and cooperation. Cambodia highly values the efforts of the
international community and expresses its profound appreciation for the Joint Press Release issued
by the Governments of Malaysia, Cambodia, and Thailand, following the Special Meeting chaired,
hosted, and witnessed by Prime Minister Dato' Seri Anwar Ibrahim in Putrajaya, Malaysia. Under
the significant mitiative of President Donald J. Trump, this important initiative attended by
Cambodia's Prime Minister Samdech Moha Borvor Thipadei HUN Manet, Thailand's Acting Prime
Minister Phumtham Wechayachai, and co-organised by the United States of America with the active
participation of the People’s Republic of China, demonstrates a shared resolve to pursue a peaceful
resolution to the ongoing situation through diplomatic means, mternational law, and regional
solidarity.

The Cambodian Human Rights Committee (CHRC) urgently brings to your esteemed attention a
deeply disturbing and unlawful act committed by the Royal Thai Armed Forces in gross violation of
international humanitarian law, human rights law, and universally accepted principles of justice and
human dignity.

Following a mutually agreed-upon ceasefire between Cambodia and Thailand in the recent armed
hostilities near the Preah Vihear Temple and adjacent border regions, Thai military forces
unlawfully detained twenty (20) healthy and fully-capable Cambodian soldiers under false
pretenses. This act occurred affer the ceasefire was 1n etfect, and thus constitutes a grave breach of
trust and of international law governing armed conflict.

On 1 August 2025, the Thai military returned only two (2) of the twenty Cambodian soldiers.
Tragically, both returned soldiers were found to be in severely deteriorated physical and mental
condition:
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One has sustained physical disability,
The other is suffering from severe psychological trauma and mental disorder, presumed
to be the result of inhuman and degrading treatment while in captivity.

These facts strongly indicate a serious violation regarding captured Cambodian soldiers, their rights,
and a pattern of torture, ill-treatment, and denial of medical care and communication. all of
which are in direct violation of multiple international legal instruments, including but not limited to:

Legal Framework Violated:

I.a.

3.

6.

Geneva Conventions (1949), in particular:
o Third Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War:
= Article 13: Humane treatment without adverse distinction.
» Article 17: Prohibition of torture and coercion.
« Article 118: Repatrniation without delay after cessation of active hostilities.
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR):
o Article 3: Right to life, liberty, and security of person.
o Article 5: Freedom from torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.
o Article 9: Freedom from arbitrary detention.
o Article 10: Right to a fair and public hearing.
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR):
Article 6: Right to life.
Article 7: Freedom from torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.
Article 9: Right to liberty and security; protection from arbitrary arrest or detention.
Article 14: Right to a fair trial and legal recourse.
Article 10(1): All persons deprived of liberty shall be treated with humanity.
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR):
o Articlell: Right to an adequate standard of living, including food and clothing.
o Article 12: Right to physical and mental health.
Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment (CAT);
Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (CED).
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Our Immediate Demands and Requests:

2.

il

Immediate and unconditional release and repatriation of the remaining 18 Cambodian
soldiers in Thai custody.
Independent and impartial investigation by the United Nations or relevant international
bodies into:

The unlawful capture after ceasefire.

o The torture, injury, or neglect inflicted on the two repatriated Cambodian soldiers.
Medical assistance, rehabilitation, and psychological support for all victims.
Accountability measures against the perpetrators in accordance with international law.

UN Special Procedures (including the Special Rapporteurs on Torture, Arbitrary Detention,
and Enforced Disappearances) to urgently intervene and conduct country visits and fact-
finding missions, as necessary,

OHCHR’s urgent communication with the Government of Thailand, calling for full
compliance with its obligations under IHL and IHRL.
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We urge the OHCHR to treat this matter with the utmost urgency and to support Cambodia in holding
accountable those responsible for these violations. We seek your solidarity in upholding the
principles of human rights, international humanitarian law, and justice for victims of such unlawful

actions.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration.

President

Cambodian Human Rights Committee (CHRC)
Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Email: cambodianhumanrightscommittee(@gmail com
Contact: +855 77 622 966 / +855 98 623 286
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