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Cambodian Mine Action
and Victim Assistance Authority

File No: v VP/CMAA/2025

CMAA Statement in Response to Thailand’s Baseless Allegation on New Mine-Planting

The Cambodian Mine Action and Victim Assistance Authonity (CMAA) 1ssues the following
statement regarding the August 27, 2025 landmine incident near Ta Krabey Temple and
subsequent allegations made by the Royal Thait Army. A Thai soldier was severely injured after
stepping on a landmine in the border area, losing part of his lower nght leg. The Royal Thai
Army has accused Cambodia of violating the ceasefire agreement and the Ottawa Treaty by
allegedly planting new “plastic” landmines undetectable by standard mine detectors.

The CMAA expresses its sincere sympathy to the njured soldier and wishes him a full
recovery. However, we firmly reject the accusation that Cambodian forces have laid new
landmines. These claims lack clear investigation or credible evidence. Cambodia remains fully
committed to the ceasefire and to its obligations as a State Party to the Ottawa Convention since
2000, maintaining a zero-tolerance policy on anti-personnel mines. Cambodia has never used,
produced, or deployed new landmines since the treaty entered into force.

The area in question lies along the border near Ta Krabey Temple, which has for decades been
heavily contaminated by landmines from past conflicts. During the civil war and the Khmer
Rouge period, millions of mines were laid across Cambodia’s northwest frontier, including 1n
this very sector. The area is long known to be highly contaminated by various types of anti-
personnel mines, including those with plastic casings. These devices contain very little metal,
making them difficult to detect with standard mine detectors. Cambodian well-trained demining
teams have been encountering and clearing these types of mines across border provinces for
years, and they are well documented in our mine action records. The fact that a plastic-cased
mine escaped routine detection is therefore entirely consistent with the long-standing, legacy
contamination in this area, not evidence of new planting. The area near Ta Krabey Temple,
specifically cited by the Thai side, 1s well known as a high-risk zone where remnants of war
remain scattered. This unfortunate incident is far more plausibly the result of such a pre-existing
mine than any recent activity, underscoring the urgent need for continued humanitarian
clearance rather than premature or unfounded accusations.

Cambodia has made significant achievements in mine action since the 1990s. Yet the
Cambodia-Thailand border remains contaminated, especially in remote areas prioritized after
villages and farmland. Warning signs have been placed in frontier areas, and maps are
continuously updated.

In light of this incident, CMAA calls for calm and cooperation, not escalation. We urge our
Thair counterparts to share any evidence, which must be subject to independent vernfication.
Both countries are States Parties to the Ottawa Convention and share a duty to prevent new use
and clear old mines. We welcome the existing bilateral mechanisms, including Regional Border
Committee meetings, and remain open to coordinated humanitarian demining initiatives.
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In conclusion, Cambodia reiterates that it has not used new landmines and will never do so, and
remains steadfast in its commitment to the Ottawa Convention and the ceasefire. Our focus will
continue to be humanitarian demining and cooperation to eliminate the remaining threat from
past wars. We appeal to all stakeholders to resolve this matter responsibly, uphold peace along
the border, and ensure the safety of both Cambodian and Thai citizens. We urge Thailand to
strictly adhere to the ceasefire agreement by refraining from any troop movement during this

period.
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