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N°. SM 16/2025 MFA.IC Unofficial Translation

Statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation of The Kingdom of Cambodia

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of the Kingdom of
Cambodia communicated another formal protest of the Royal Government of Cambodia
over the acts of expanding conflict area by Thai forces in the border regions between
Cambodia and Thailand, especially the areas where Cambodian communities have
been living for decades.

1. First, the barbed wire, nets, barriers, and tires laid by Thai Military, in August
2025, at two villages in O Beli Chorn Commune, O Chrov District, Banteay
Meanchey Province, have already caused immense hardship to many
Cambodian families, who have been evicted from their homes and farmland, and
are now awaiting redress of their plight.

2. Second, on 26 and 28 August 2025, Major General Wanchana Sawasdee,
Director of the Mission Coordination Office for National Security under the
Directorate of Operations of the Royal Thai Armed Forces, publicly declared an
ultimatum for Cambodia to “evacuate” its citizens from Chouk Chey Village, in 3-
6 months, or they would face forced removal by Thai military. While Thai
authorities have installed announcement board to this effect, the Governor of Sa
Kaeo Province of Thailand also sent a formal letter to the Governor of Banteay
Meanchey Province of Cambodia, in this regard.

3. Third, the above actions and the announced plan to issue land titles to Thai
citizens over the areas where hundreds of Cambodian families have lived for
decades are deeply concerning and amounts to an attempt to unilaterally
demarcate the border through the use of military means. This is a violation of
the mandate of the Joint Commission on Demarcation for Land Boundary ( JBC)
and contrary to the spirit of the 2000 MOU on the Survey and Demarcation of
Land Boundary between Cambodia and Thailand, the agreement on the
ceasefire of 28 July 2025, the Agreed Minutes of the Extraordinary Meetings of
the General Border Committee ( GBC ) on 7 August 2025 and the Regional Border
Committee on 22 August 2025.

The Royal Government of Cambodia remains firmly committed to seeking
amicable resolution to boundary disputes with all its neighbours through peaceful
means in accordance to international law while remaining resolute in upholding its
principled position that borders must not be changed by force.

The Royal Government of Cambodia urges the Thai side to maintain the status
quo ante and to settle the above-mentioned border situation through the GBC and JBC
as has been committed and mutually agreed by both sides.

Phnom Penh, 03 September 2025
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