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N®. SM 19/2025 MFA.IC

Statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation of the Kingdom of Cambodia

Responding to Thailand's assertion that Prey Chan villagers of Cambodia
encroached on Thai territory to stage a protest

On 23 September 2025, the spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand
asserted, in a press conference, that Prey Chan villagers of Cambodia had encroached
upon Thai territory to stage a protest, which prompted Thailand to enforce its laws on
them. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of the Kingdom of
Cambodia is compelled to respond to this misleading statement as follows:

First, Thailand cannot claim sovereignty or apply its domestic laws to communities
residing in areas that have yet to be demarcated—even more so during a ceasefire,
which both sides have agreed to preserve by abstaining from provocative activities. The
timing of this illegitimate application of Thai law is particularly concerning. It is important
to highlight that Cambodian communities have inhabited the lands in the area of Prey
Chan Village, O" Bei Choan Commune, Banteay Meanchey Province of Cambodia, long
before the Memorandum of Understanding on the Survey and Demarcation of the Land
Boundary between Cambodia and Thailand was signed in 2000 (MOU 2000 ).
According to this MOU, both sides agreed to maintain the status quo until the
demarcation work is completed. The Terms of Reference of 2003, in this regard,
stipulate that the demarcation work comprises five stages to be completed.

Second, the protests by Cambodian villagers are a just response to violations against
their property and homes, as barbed wire encircling their village and barricades have
blocked access to their homes and farms. It is also vital to reveal that the technical
teams of both countries have agreed on the location of Border Pillar 43, but not Border
Pillar 42, between which Prey Chan Village is located. Therefore, it is misleading to
present an infographic showing a border line extended from Border Pillar 43 to Border
Pillar 42 to justify that the violent incident against protesters took place well within Thai
territory.

Third, even by this misrepresented straight line shown in the infographic displayed by
the Thai side, on the actual ground, Thai nationals have been occupying and farming
for many years on hectares of land situated well on the Cambodian side of the border.
Therefore, considering the complexity of the border issue in this segment, Cambodia
has called on the Thai side to resolve this disputed area through the Joint Boundary
Commission ( JBC) of the two countries, instead of attempting to impose Thai law and
sovereignty by force, including through the forced eviction of Cambodian villagers.



Forth, it is also worth recalling that, within the framework of the MOU 2000, Cambodia
has lodged several formal protests to the Thai side, requesting corrective actions in
areas where the Cambodian side of the border has been violated, but to no avail. The
current tension highlights the urgent need for both sides to encourage the JBC to
prioritize and expedite the completion of border demarcation in this segment, while also
maintaining a conducive environment for the resumption of the JBC's work in
accordance with the 2000 MOU.

Fifth, Cambodia reaffirms its unwavering commitment to the ceasefire terms as
recorded in the Cambodia-Thailand General Border Committee Meetings on 7 August
and 10 September and the Regional Border Committee Meetings in August 2025. Itis
Cambodia’s hope that Thailand also adheres, in good faith, to the ceasefire terms as
affirmed, by halting plans to evict hundreds of Cambodian households from the homes
and lands they have inhabited for decades, and by allowing those already evicted to
return to their homes and lands, while patiently awaiting the completion of the
demarcation work by the JBC.

The Royal Government of Cambodia is committed to seeking an amicable resolution to
all boundary disputes with Thailand, as with all its neighbours, through peaceful means

in accordance with international law, while remaining resolute in upholding its
principled position that borders must not be changed by force.

Phnom Penh, 23 September 2025
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