Summary

The aspect of Khmer thought is a work of art which attempts to show the
generality in particularity of Khmer spirit today and vice versa. Naturally, in such
short a space and the extent of this topic. it is impossible to cover everything, and [
have accordingly selected what seem to me to be the most cenlral themes. Inevitably
there is a personal element in this choice.

This work of art, I hope. contains some things that will be of interest to those
already familia with the subject, but it is also intended as an introduction to Khmer
philosophy. Indeed the historical approach of Legends, Anthrapology, Ethnography,
Sociology. Psychology seem to me excellent ways of introducing almost any subject,
since a good understanding of current ideas can be obtained through the study of the
developments which led up to them.

To know Khmer thought well. we must study khmer sociology. In Sociology.
legendary literature is a mirror to the concrete and abstract world such as thoughts
ideas beliefs desires religion traditions ideology national economy education politics
social administrative structure...etc. Thus. through studying khmer sociology we can
know khmer thought which always alters accordingly to space and-tines.

This work of art will compile past knowledge past experiences present various
leULS in khmer politics, economy, education, especially tragic civil war in the late
20" century. Of couse political crisis. economic crisis, the decline of education
difTerent ideological influences and civil war do affect mind and body deeply.

After the dissappearance of civil war, Cambodia has met terrible events such
as anarchy, crime, killing, assassination, violence autocracy.

Why have we met these problems?

How and when to solve these problems?

Base on philosophical question, [ decided to choose the topic the aspect af
Khmer thought today and try to find an approach to answer these questions. This
topic will be seperated into three parts as follow :

-The 1*. Part will illustrate the original khmer thought system throuOh culture
legends, songs, proverbs, poems, riddles.

Of couse pedagogues, writers and poets are philosophers who believed in the
ideal of prooress‘ They wished to apply science's emphasis on-reason to the study of
people's moral and social-life through culture.

_ -The 2™.Part will display all influences and the compllcated problems in
Cambodia right now. For instance Cambodia holds and respects .Buddhism, but
Cambodian people worship Buddha only in regarding him as a God and in everyday
life they seem not to follow Buddha's law. Political crisis, economic crisis and the
decline of education and civil war have changed Cambodian behavior from modest
mind and modest behavior to cruel tendencies; from sincere virtue, just, honest, good
deed and moral to unjust, dishonest, insincere and immoral. As a result causing khmer
people to perform bad deed such as stealing, robbing, killing, assassination, domestic

violence, autocracy, corruption, etc.
Do we have any approaches to solve all these problems?

To answer this question :
-Economists claimed that all these problems are caused by poverty. If
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all people have the same high standard of living then all problems will
be solved and improved.
-Politicians claimed that the tension in political aumosphere is caused
by philosophical differences towards the over thrown government,
drastic changes in law and the entire transformation of the economic
system. Such changes have occurred because the people involved held
certain beliefs about what is important. true and significant and about
how life should be order. Democratic society stresses that people
learn to think and make choices for themselves. Non-democratic
society discourages such activities and want their citizens to surrender
their own interests to -
those of the state. If all people have unity of viewpoints, national unity
sense of duty and common sense in making friends then all
problems will disappear.
-Educationists claimed that national and international tension comes
from people’s lack of education, decay of civilization and ignorance. If
all people have sufficient education and supreme culture then
peace will exist in their hands.
-Sociologists claimed that social confusion in Cambodia comes from
the social atmosphere. As Buddha said : ignorance passion greed,
hatred
or violence, straying or aberration are the roots of social confusion. If
all people drop or clean up all these elements, our society will meet
glory and safety.
-In my opinion, after analysing the Cambodian situation in my thesis
found
the approach to solve the problem as follows :

1-We can not give priority to a field other than those experts mention
above. All problems happening right now are the results of past
situations. Each problem can not be solved independently, but must
be dealed with all at the same time.

2-Firstly, to get rid off social problems we must begin by constructing
and developing good will of personal insight and secondly, good
will for community and society.

~The 3" Part :Discusses the conclusion and” recommendations to rehabilitate
Cambodia through the strengthening of mind and behavior.
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