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ABSTRACT

In this globalization era, to develop a country in a prosperous manner depends on how
the role of women is enhanced and equalized to that of men in that society. Allowing women to
participate in all the development process of a country means that the society pays attention
and give value to everyone equally. The dissertation titled “Female Character in Khmer Prose
before 1970™ is a priceless research study which aims to further improve our Khmer literature
and Khmer fiction. More importantly, the meaning and data in this dissertation are absolutely
useful for students and intellectuals whose expertises are Khmer literature and Khmer modern
fiction. In this research study, we did a careful data collection and a comprehensive analysis on
how the authors characterized their female characters in their fictions.

The research study on the topic “The Female Character in Khmer Prose before 19707
will analyze many issues that the authors embodied in their proses from 1938 to 1970. The
study will answer the following questions: What moral values and loyalties did Khmer prose
before 1970 give to Khmer society? How did female characters in Khmer prose before 1970
contribute to the problem solving the society? Did the way in which the female characters were
characterized in Khmer prose before 1970 response to the needs and fit with the context in the
society? Likewise, the study on the topic “The Female Character in Khmer Prose before 1970”
wants to find out what the real objectives and goals are in the mindset of the authors who chose
female characters to display in their writings? Some Khmer proses, which were written by
some authors and were defined as modem fiction since 1938, are too traditionally conservative.
On the other hand, some fictions display female characters in an obscene and sexy manner
which is completely contrast from our beautiful Khmer tradition in which women are supposed
to be gentle. In other fictions, female characters are given a role in anti-social class movement
which leads to a bloody revolt, etc. All of these cases show the loophole in critical thinking of
the authors in displaying female characters in their fictions.

The study on the method of characterization of female characters in fiction wants to
reflect the effects of female characters in bringing changes to the society, which means that
women are a compulsory factor in both family and society as well as in the development of a
country.

Meaning-wise, this dissertation was conducted by using many research methodologies
such a descriptive, comparative and synthetic method. Firstly, the topic, which we are studying
at this time being, is a brand new topic which has never been studied before by other
researchers. Secondly, our research approach is quite different from that of previous
researchers because they focused only on the period and trend of fiction and the evolution of
the literature, etc. But our dissertation has an in-depth analysis on how female characters were
displayed in modern Khmer prose. Moreover, this analysis focused solely on female characters
in some novels which were influenced by Khmer, Western and pure socialism only.

By the way, our research study is absolutely reliable since we based on a plenty of
reference documents in order to produce a fruitful result for this dissertation. The result of this
dissertation is a new breakthrough on the influence of female characters in modern Khmer
prose and is very useful for researchers in studying about the influence of female characters in
the fiction. In order to make this research a scientific study, we divided the structure of our
research into the following chapters:

> Chapter 1: General methods of characterization in fiction

> Chapter 2: Special features of female character in Khmer prose before 1970

> Chapter 3: The criticism on the characterization of female character in Khmer prose
before 1970

In the end of the dissertation, we will provide a conclusion and recommendation on the
study of this research topic.
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