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Abstract

The Khmer society from 9domto o8emwas under the French guardianship, at that time
the Khmer people encountered tremendous difficulties including paying taxes to the
French administration as to serve French’s war ambition and to restore French
economy. On the other hand, it is necessary to pay taxes for the Khmer king and it
makes‘the majority of Cambodians become illiterate, while schooling was not openly
operational. Book publication, and compilation of knowledge were not allowed. As

for _m-lmber of educated people were only those who worked for the French
administration.

At that time, pagodas and monks played an important role in helping educate
Cambodian youths to be morally knowledgeable, to have insights into Khmer national
literature, traditional customs, and to be knowledgeable about well-educated poets in
Buddhist monasteries who advise young generation to see oppression and exploitation
of the French administration and feudalists, and to make a decent living condition so
as not for foreigners who lived in the country, to look down on or mistreat us, to be
our master.

The study on "Khmer Popular Poets of the French guardianship period" wants to
make Khmer young people see the epic of Cambodian poets who were born of people
living with the people and doing things for the people, especially when the country
and people were in trouble, our hero have come to help educate and cultivate the spirit
of patriotism, national solidarity, and make a nation can unite against the oppressors
and invaders successfully.

For the literary value, our poets and authors were talented at writing poetical and
‘literary masterpieces by using language of local people and their literary works are
priceless in society, literature and literary knowledge. Problem solving in society was
questioned and addressed and linked to social life such as livelihood, couple options,
civil servants, as well as instruction to pontiff (Buddhist monk) and the monarch.

The influence of popular poets really requires the present society to study and provide
to the younger generation these values, such as social morality, value and respect for
the elderly, and to empower the younger generation to be knowledgeable, moral, and
ethical so as to become a full-fledged resource that can build a prosperous country
like other countries all over the world in the future. ,

Therefore, major studies of some masterpieces and the practical studies of Cambodian

poets are very important for literary writers because it helps to understand the value of
literature and the development of this sector more deeply in the future.
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