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ABSTRACT

Compound Words in Modern Khmer Language

This thesis presents five chapters the first one is the criterion of Compound
Words, the second is types of Khmer compounds, the third is a word classes of
compounds, the fourth is compound words in syntagm and the fifth is the terms
related to form Compound Words.

Chapter 1: the criterion of the compound words shows the criterion of Khmer
compounds that have Sandhi, test, syntax in Khmer Language to identify compound
words.

Chapter 2: According to my research there are three kinds of Khmer
compounds. First is a Natural Khmer compound, second is Sanskrit-Pali compounds
and the third is grafted compounds. In a Natural Khmer Compounds there are:
Idiomatic expression Compounds, Couple words. Sanskrit-Pali Compounds are:
Sanskrit-Pali Compounds, Natural Sanskrit Compounds, Natural Pali Compounds and
Pali-Sanskrit Compounds. And Grafted Compounds are Khmer-Pali Compounds or
Pali-Khmer Compounds, Khmer-Sanskrit Compounds or Sanskrit-Khmer
Compounds, Khmer-Thai Compounds or Thai-Khmer Compounds, Khmer-Chinese
Compounds or Chinese-Khmer Compounds, and Khmer-French or French-Khmer
Compounds.

Chapter 3, Word Classes of Compounds are Compound nouns, Compound
adjectives, Compound verbs, Compound adverbs, Compound Conjunctions, and
Compound numerals.

Chapter 4, Compound words in syntagm are Compound words as subject;
compound words as a full verb, compound words as object, compound words as
imperatives, compound words behind the preposition, and compound words as
subordinate.

Chapter 5, Terms that are related to form Compound Words, in this chapter,
present the position of base form in Khmer compounds and the problem of terms to
form compound words.

Finally, we can note the Khmer compound by depending on the basic of
Sandhi, test and syntax. For Sandhi we can recognize Khmer compounds by loan
words from Sanskrit-Pali in Khmer language. Test is only to notify Khmer compound
to get the result not like test in French because from Khmer is isolated language.
Compound words are different from reduplicative words, derivations, family particles,
and Khmer phrases. Reduplicative words derive from compounds in case that the
element of reduplication having the meaning themselves and not compound when the
element of reduplications has no meaning themselves. This study contributes to our
Knowledge of Khmer compounds and compound words in other language in order to
compare them in the language of the Mon-Khmer group with the neighboring
Southcast Asian languages, especially, this achievement provide enough data and
background to serve as a basic for further research on Khmer grammar.
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