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SUMMARY
The Background of Khmer Constitution

This text is a dissertation, which write to finish studying master degree in
Royal Academic of Cambodia.

Many in formations data in this document is took from the National
Archive of Cambodia. Other more information is referred to some writing books.
Own opinions are also added in the text. )

Cambodia has a history, living almost 2 000 years in the South East Asia.
But, Cambodian people have just knowing their Constitution in last half century.
Many events run after the origin of this constitution. Political problems and the
falling down of Cambodia have made some more new constitutions. Studying
The Background of Khmer Constitution” is a part to explain the crisis and the
falling down of this Country.

This text is divided to four chapters.

The first stage is introduction chapter. It’s described about starting of
Khmer State and definition of constitution. Writing this chapter is depended on
writing documents of many Cambodian history researchers. Some own analysis is
inserted in the text. The special point in this chapter is limitation of the first king
of Cambodia. Some people have confused that “Liv Yi was the first king”. But,
Hun Tien was really the fist king, referred to reasonable analysis and supporting
documents. .

The first chapter is the real story of the subject. The Constitution of
Cambodia was the first country’s constitution, which approved during colonial
era. It’s a strange event that Cambodia was yet a dependent country but, had a
constitution. Some reasons have shown in the chapter. On the other hand, the full
text of that constitution and the amendments, have also added in the stage.

Many Cambodian constitutions, which had made between first and second
kingdom is viewed in the second chapter. There are three constitutions.
Constitution of Khmer Republic (1972-1975), Constitution of Democratic
Kampuchea (1976-1979) and Constitution of Cambodian People Republic (1981-
1993) had changed by the political situation. The influence of cold war, Cambodia
have crisis. Three regimes had changed continually with the constitutions. The
amendment of these constitutions, were also added in the chapter.

The last Cambodian constitution is The Constitution of the Kingdom of
Cambodia. It’s shown in chapter 3. More than a decade of adaptation of this
constitution, the national assembly has made amendment three times. The text of
constitution and amendments were written in the chapter.

The last chapter is the end stage. It described about the cause and effect of
the changing and amendment of the constitution. Most of the chapter is own
analysis depend on the continually historical events.

In a while was using constitutions Cambodian met both brightening and
disaster. But, if comparing with post-using era it seemed more develops.
Competing the throne between the people in reign had mad Cambodia weaker and
weaker. In the last cense Cambodian had fallen in to colonialist of France.

Iv



Trying of Cambodian people had liberating themselves and made the
country getting stronger. The march of using constitutions was like the waves but
it is getting up in the last decades.

Nowadays the Cambodian constitutions are not so strong. The amendment
and the events in resent year will make many new changes in the future. All of
these have pull Cambodian to pay more attentions fore the change.
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