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ABSTRACT

The successful internal conflict resolution in the 1990s made Cambodia a great example
for many countries in the world. The presence of the world's top leaders in Cambodia has
attracted the attention of the public, who are monitoring the situation of foreign policy and of
the national and international journalists. The Cambodian government needs to ensure security,
security, political stability, macroeconomic stability, social order since it is at the core of its
economic development.

Cambodia 1s currently a country with significant foreign investment in all areas of
potential, including agriculture, tourism services and so on. At the same time, Cambodia must
be properly prepared to exploit those investments. It means that Cambodia must have a short
and long term policy in order to exploit all the power of the business elite to invest in Cambodia.
In particular, Cambodia must not only have good relations with one country. Having more
friends is Cambodia's opportunity to grow and develop markets.

The relations of both countries in 1950-1970: from 1955 to 1963, the United States of
America donated fund to support Cambodia economic for USD 409, 6 million, and USD 38, 7
million to support Cambodia military. Due to big amount of funding supports from the United
States of America at that time, Cambodian government had transferred that fund to rebuild
infrastructures that were destroyed by first Indochina war, to strengthen internal security, built
road and bridge from Phnom Penh to Sihanoukville that longed 214 km in order to open water
gate in Cambodia. But that kind of fund was reduced virtually until Cambodia rejected whole
donation from the United States due to different understanding between Cambodia and US at
that time.

From 1970 to 1979, the United States had changed to support Khmer Republic of
Marshal Lon Nol, which is the regime closed to American government. But main thing behind
that relationship is ideological war between communist and free blocs. Five years under the
leadership of Lon Nol regime, the United States supported USD 1,180 million for military and
USD 503 million for economic. But there was one remarkable change in American politics
with Cambodia at that time; in 1975 that was a fast news about repatriation of King Noromdom
Sihanouk, and the United States had totally agreed with the proposal of the King Norodom
Sihanouk, and that repatriation is fit to heart and request of Cambodian people living in Phnom
Penh at that time, the US agreed to offer role as state-man to King Norodom Sihanouk and the
US requested Marshal Lon Nol to leave Cambodia and flied to Hawai on March 31, 1975.

From 1979 to 1989, the United States of America has objected to the intervention of
Vietnam into Cambodia, and had requested Vietnam to withdraw their military from Cambodia.
Furthermore, the US has voted to support the seat of democratic Kampuchea at the United
Nations ( UN), which president Hodding Carter used to call as “ The Regime with serious
human rights violation in the world” in order to convince China that was walking the same road
with them. And from 1989 to 1993, is the phase of relations of Cambodia and the US to end
conflict in Cambodia.

The topic on Political Relations of Cambodia-United States of America will be one
guidance to depict the progress and political lessons which Cambodia has gone through after
receiving independence. Furthermore, situation of the world today showed that Cambodia
cannot has good relations only with one specific nation but all countries in the world, even
sometimes there is political clash with each other, but in world geopolitics, as the realities US
cannot treat Cambodia as not important state, and Cambodia is honestly need US ‘s market.

Results of this research will provide knowledge and crucial experiences related to
political conflicts, and other mechanical solutions as well as other aspects which was absorbed
from scholars, diplomats, and Cambodian and American politicians, and other political analysis
aspects including our perspectives.
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